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STAT

HHEANDGY FO't  Deprby Directer of (entral Intelligence
PROM 1 Asslstant tc the Direetor

BT t Coaremts on |G Sugo-estions for Improvament
of the Central In%cllizence ipency

le 1 covenur with the IG that it is damgerous for CIi to atterpt
to influence articles puhlishcd within Lhe United States or to spesk
to the press on foreign affadrs metters,

2. As to the 70's recar-wndations:

{1) ‘iithout impertam exception that I am sware of, C'2
officlals within recent montha kzve not beem conferring in their
offices with media agenli: excent in the presence of the Assistant
to the Directer,

{2} torcwr,

(3) This point im covers ha! b STAT
5-’%’? 1956, The Assistant to 18 1ot required,

under this regulation, to obtain speeific approval of the DOT
in esch case, Ths degyec of &iseretion now authorized by the
DCYI to the Asslistant to tha Director should be contirmed,

3. The cwrent regulaticn on public relations | is STAT
sdoquate to cover all pointes raised by the 14, at lsast Tor the iLisw
baing. The system developed under it has been working out ressonubly
wall, although at times some individuals have talked more with media
representatives than they have reported under the terms of pars. |,

Lo The cure for thase Yrregularities, i7 they have teken place,
would secem to be found in pars, 7 which directs that the regulation
be brought periodicslly to ths attantion of il employses. Compli:nce
with the regulation will redece mamy problems. Those failing Lo
understand the reasons for e mgu&atian's existence might be well
advisod to read Jemss Reston's colwn in the New York Times of
15 August 195L which expresses views of ome newssan on The propristy
of heving a secret agamey of toe Governmsnt curry oo relations with
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the press. In ihis column Reston wrole in part (with reference i iie
Rastvorov and Ttto John cages then in fhe news)y

"What has happensd here in Lle last eouple of weeks is thet ihe
imli.im sgency of the Ooverrment (the €. T. A.) has mowed out of
the reslm of secret service work and inmto the realm of pablic propa-
§Mtqaat

7 eesIn thls fMerece strupzle wiith the Commniste, the United
Statos must have sn sffective secret service wihich does all serts of
things thet camnot, in the metional interest, be primted.....

"There is a growing temiency ere, however, ic sxpect the press
to go beyend this: not only to lesave Shings cut of the papers but to
pat thimgs in which mey be acvantsgeous to some particular sgency bul
which are not true.

"There i3 another danges in this proesdure beyond the cbvious one
of mislesdine the publie., This is thal, in entering the fleld of public
propagends, the Central Intellizenes igeney Jeopsrdises the seereey which
it musd enjoy 41° 4t i3 to eperate effsetively..ve.

*A good case can be made for tiis immmity,” [.e., Clits frem
Congressiona) supervision/Mut Congress is not likely to grant it to
an agency that inxists on sstrecy ane day and is meking propagands the
next
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